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In reality the only Privy Council for the King in
Canada was the federal cabinet. By 1902 not a single
British soldier remained in the country and two years
later the command of the Canadian militia was once
and for all given to a Canadian. In 1910 the naval
bases at Esquimalt, on the Pacific, and Halifax, on the
Atlantic, were turned over to the local authorities.
When the federal government announced that unless it
were a party to them, Canada would no longer be
bound by commercial treaties negotiated for herself
by England, London had to agree. The exponents of
colonial dependence, however, still had plenty with
which to console themselves. The imperial anthem
remained the national anthem, the flag was still the
Union Jack, and the Canadian was first, if not solely,
a British subject.

These partisans of a policy which Canadian nation-
alists considered imperialistic were to be found, with
some shades of difference, in both the great parties, the
Liberals and the Conservatives. They were, it must
be recognized, in the majority. Thus when war broke
out in 1914 they were the first to demand total partici-
pation. This was a principle which had been recog-
nized; in any case, at that time, from the legal point of
view, Britain's declaration of war on Germany pledged
the entire Empire. The enthusiasm of English-speak-
ing Canada need cause no surprise. Save for a small
minority of these Canadians, their motherland was
still England, that mother needed all her children to
defend not only her interests, but civilization and the
cause of right. The case was not the same for French-
speaking Canadians whose only motherland was
Canada, or more properly the province of Quebec,